
The goal of writing a persuasive essay is 
to persuade or convince the reader to believe 
something. Writers do this through the use of logical 
arguments and emotional appeals. 



A persuasive essay is organized in three parts:

Introductory
Paragraph

Body 
Paragraphs

Concluding 
Paragraph



Introductory Paragraph:
• Is the first paragraph in the essay.

• Should have: hook, thesis and a preview. 
• Should clearly express the subject of the 

essay as well as the author’s position. 



• Should be the first sentence in a persuasive 
essay. 

• Can be a question, anecdote, etc. 

Weak example: Do you think students should 
have to wear uniforms?

Strong Example: Do you think students should 
be forced to wear pants when it is over 100 
degrees?

Hook ideas



Asking a Question: It can be used on any topic at any time. 
Additionally, it has a strong rhetorical effect on readers: 

people are conditioned to think about questions because 
answers are often expected of them. When you ask a 

question in your paper, readers are more likely to consider 
your ideas. As with any hook, you’ll want to take your time 
making a good one that begins persuading your audience 

immediately.

Hook ideas



Quotation: A wise person once said, “No matter what 
you’re trying to say, someone else has probably said it 
better.” Using an appropriate quote is a classy way to start 
off your essay. Just be sure that the quote is connected to 
your topic in some easily identifiable way.

Hook ideas



Anecdote: An anecdote is a short story. Beginning your 
essay with an anecdote that is clearly related to your topic 
is another great way to get the reader’s attention and 
briefly demonstrate your descriptive writing ability. There 
are a couple things to keep in mind, however, when using 
an anecdote to catch the reader’s attention: Stay on 
Point: as with everything in your paper, your hook, 
especially if it is an anecdote, should be related to your 
topic and position.
Stay on Mode: Remember that you are writing a persuasive 
essay, not a narrative. Your anecdote should be limited to a 
few sentences, lest your writing may be perceived as off 
mode.

Hook ideas



Startling Fact or Statistic: Did you know that two out of 
three persuasive essays do not begin with a proper hook? 
Using a startling fact or statistic is another great way to 
pique the reader’s interest, assuming that you can locate 
just such a fact. 

Hook ideas



Imaginative Scenario: Picture this! You have forty-five 
minutes to write an essay and you need an attention 
catcher fast. What do you do? One way to do this is to 
create an imaginative scenario such as the one previously 
described. Immerse your reader in an example of the 
problem and show them why they should care. Use 
descriptive writing and sensory details to either positively 
or negatively charge your writing; however, as with telling 
anecdotes, be careful not to stray off mode. Remember 
that your main purpose is to write arguments not to tell 
stories.

Hook ideas



Combinations: You might find yourself using some hybrid of 
two or more of these techniques, which is completely 
acceptable. You can begin with an imaginative scenario and 
end with a question. Try something wild. When it comes to 
writing, the most restrictive limitations are the bounds of 
your own imagination. I encourage you to stretch those 
bindings whenever you have the opportunity.

Hook ideas



A thesis is a clearly worded statement telling readers 
exactly what the writer intends to do in the essay. Good 
persuasive writing does not make the reader guess as to 
what the author’s intentions were. The writer’s intent 
should be made very clear. The best place to do this is 
immediately after the attention catcher. After gaining the 
reader’s interest, clearly state the position of your essay, as 
in the following example:

Do you think students should be forced to wear pants when 
it is over 100 degrees? Of course not. Students should not 
have to wear uniforms.

Thesis



The preview briefly states the main points that will be 
argued in the essay. Each body paragraph should have one 
main point. All of the main points should be concisely stated 
in the preview. It is important for writers to preview their 
main points in the exact order that they will be developed. For 
example, if I claim that my essay will argue square, circle, 
and triangle . My first body paragraph should be about 
squares, my second should be about circles, and my third 
should be about triangles. I instruct my students to put their 
previews right after the thesis statements in their 
introductory paragraphs.

Preview Main Points



Each body paragraph should focus on one argument, called 
the main point. A main point is the purpose of the body 
paragraph. Each body paragraph should have one clearly 
stated main point that is expressed in the topic sentence of 
the paragraph. The main point should then be developed 
and supported with emotional or logical arguments. A five-
paragraph persuasive essay should have three main points 
and each main points should support the thesis of the 
essay.

Body Paragraphs



Topic sentences clearly state the purpose of the 
paragraph. Each body paragraph should begin with a topic 
sentence. A topic sentence should state the paragraph’s 
central argument. The goals of a persuasive essay are 
somewhat opposite to that of a mystery novel: when 
writing a persuasive essay do not attempt to build suspense 
by keeping secrets from the reader. Write topic sentences 
that are clear, direct, and upfront about your purpose.

Example
Students should not have to wear school uniforms 
because they limit students’ ability to express their 
individuality.

Topic Sentences



Supporting details are arguments, examples, or 
descriptions that justify, explain, and develop main 
points.
Persuasive Essay Thought Stems
What I mean by this is…
Another way to say this is…
This connects to my argument because…
The reason for this is that…
To put it another way…
This shows that…
This is important because…
For example…

Supporting Details



The conclusion is the last paragraph in the persuasive 
essay. A good conclusion will not only restate the main 
points of the argument, it will bringing something new to 
the table and end with strength and resolution. It’s been 
compellingly argued that readers or listeners best 
remember the first and last things stated. With this notion 
in mind, you should allot yourself an appropriate amount of 
time to craft a resonant introduction and conclusion. One 
way to write a strong concluding paragraph is to restate the 
thesis and main points of the essay, but then attempt to 
leave a strong impression on the reader by ending on 
a clinching statement.

Conclusion
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