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Author of Morte d’Arthur

SIR THOMAS MALORY

(14057-1471)

thn people today hear the name Sir Thomas Malory, they
may think of knights in shining armor, daring quests,

and heroic rescues. They may not think of a convicted felon
who spent much of his life in jail! The Malory they recall is the
author of the most complete surviving collection of Arthurian
legends, Morte d’Arthur. Yet, some historians have claimed that
he is the same Thomas Malory who was jailed for such crimes
as cattle-stealing, extortion, and assault—and who once escaped
custody by swimming a moat!

Malory the Prisoner Few facts about Malory’s life are known
with certainty. It is said that he loved hunting and tournaments
as well as Arthurian lore. Scholars generally hold that the author
of Morte d’Arthur spent much of his life in prison. Some maintain,
though, that he was jailed as a prisoner of war, not as a rustler.

A Book From Behind Bars Whatever the reason for his
imprisonment, Malory pmbably wrote Morte dArthur from
behind bars. Even as a prisoner, a knight such as Malory would
have been granted access to books, such as the Arthurian texts
that Malory translated and adapted.

A Legend Reborn Morte d'Arthur is not merely a retelling of
existing legends. Fired by his own belief in the ideals of knight-
hood—and perhaps embittered by the decline of these ideals in
a time of civil war—Malory forged the Arthurian legends into

a visionary cycle of bold adventure, spiritual quests, and heart-
rending betrayal. This great work was given its name by William
Caxton, the man who established the first printing press in
England. Caxton published Morte d‘Arthur after its author’s
death, ensuring its enduring fame.
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FROM

MORTE ¢
D'ARTHUR

SIR THOMAS MALORY

This selection begins after King Arthur has traveled to
France at the insistence of his nephew, Gawain, to besiege
his former friend and knight, Lancelor, for his involvement
with Queen Guenevere. However, the king’s attempts to
punish Lancelot are halfhearted, and he is soon forced to
abandon them altogether when he learns that his illegitimate
son, Mordred, has seized control of England. Arthur leads
his forces back to England, and Mordred attacks them upon
their landing. Gawain is killed in the fighting, but before he
dies, he manages to send word to Lancelot that Arthur is in
need of his assistance.

o upon Trinity Sunday at night
King Arthur dreamed a wonder-
ful dream, and in his dream him
seemed' that he saw upon a chafflet?
a chair, and the chair was fast to a
wheel, and thereupon sat King Arthur
in the richest cloth of gold that might be
made. And the King thought there was
under him, far from him, an hideous
deep black water, and therein was
all manner of serpents, and worms,
and wild beasts, foul and horrible,
And suddenly the King thought that
the wheel turned upside down, and
he fell among the serpents, and
every beast took him by a limb.
And then the King cried as he lay In
his bed, “Help, help!”
And then knights, squires, and yeo-
men awaked the King, and then he was




Summarizing

\What are three key points of
Sr Gawain's speech in the
dream?

Medieval Romance
What characteristic of
medieval romance b
illustratad by the dream
and Arthur’s response to It?

Vocabulary
entreated jen triét' id) v
made an earmest appeal;
pleaded

so amazed that he wist’ not where he was. And then so he awakeq)
until it was nigh day, and then he fell on slumbering again, not
sleeping nor thoroughly waking. So the King seemed! verily that
there came Sir Gawain unto him with a number of falr ladies with
him. So when King Arthur saw him, he said, "Welcome, my sister’s
son, | weened ye had been dead. And now | see thee on-live, much
am I beholden unto Almighty Jesu. Ah, fair nephew and my sister'’s
son, what been these ladies that hither be come with you?”

“Sir,” said Sir Gawain, "all these be ladies for whom | have o
for when 1 was man living, And all these are those that | did battle
In righteous quarrels, and God hath given them that grace, at their
great prayer, because 1 did battle for them for their right, that they
shoukl bring me hither unto you. Thus much hath given me leave
God, for to warn you of your death. For and ye fight as tomorn® with
Sir Mordred, as ye both have assigned, doubt ye not ye must be
and the most party of your people on both parties. And for the great
grace and goodness that Almighty Jesu hath unto you, and for pity
of you and many more other good men there shall be slain, God ha
sent me to you of his special grace to give you warning that in no
ye do battle as tomorn, but that ye take a treaty for a month from
today. And profler you largely” you so that tomorn ye pul in a delay,
For within a month shall come Sir Lancelot with all his noble kn
and rescue you worshipfully and slay Sir Mordred and all that ever
hold with him.”

Then Sir Gawain and all the ladies vanished. And anon the
called upon his knights, squires, and yeomen, and charged them
wightly” to fetch his noble lords and wise bishops unto him. And
when they were come the King told them of his avision.* that Sir
Gawain had told him and warned him that, and he fought on the
morn, he should be slain. Then the King commanded Sir Lucan t
Butler and his brother Sir Bedivere the Bold, with two bishops
them, and charged them in any wise to take a treaty for a month
from today with Sir Mordred. “And spare nol: proffer him lands a
goods as much as ye think reasonable.”

So then they departed and came to Str Mordred where he had
a grim host of an hundred thousand, and there they entreated Sir
Mordred long time. And at the last Sir Mordred was agreed for to
have Cornwall and Kent by King Arthur’s days, and after that, all
England. after the days of King Arthur.

Then were they condescended® that King Arthur and Str Mo
should meet betwixt both their hosts, and each of them should brin
3. wist krew.

4. the King seemed It scemed 1o the King,
8. and...tomorn “if you fight tormorrow.”

6. proffer you largely make ganercus offers.
7. wightly quickly

8. avision cream.
9. condescended agreed




persons. And so they came with this word unto Arthur. }

aid he, *1 am glad that this is done,” and so he went into the

4 when King Arthur shoukd depart, he warned all his host
they see any sword drawn, "Look ye come on fiercely
ay that traitor Sir Mordred, for I in no wise trust him.” And WhCI’l they
s wise Sir Mordred warned his host that “And ye see any
er of sword drawn, look that ye come on flercely, and so were come [hc
1 that ever before you standeth, for In no wise [ will not Klﬂg l'Old thcm
e this treaty.” And in the same wise said Sir Mordred unto

st, “For | know well my father will be avenged upon me.” Of hlS avision,
d s0 they met as their pointment' was and were agreed . .
soorded thoroughly. And wine was fetched and they drank that Slr Gawam

ber. Right so came an adder out of a little heathbush, and had told him and
o a knight In the foot. And so when the knight felt him so

“he looked down and saw the adder. And anon he drew his ~ War ned him tha[,
10 slay the adder, and thought none other harm. And when :
pst on both parties saw that sword drawn, then they blew and hC fOUght
! trumpets, horns, and shouted grimly. And so both hosts on the morn, he
xl them together. And King Arthur took his horse and h l d b l .
Alas, this unhappy day!” and so rode to his party, and Sir shou € slain.
ed in like wise.
nd never since was there never seen a more dolefuller battle in
pistian land, for there was but rushing and riding, lunging and
ing; and many a grim word was there spoken of either to other,
pany a deadly stroke. But ever King Arthur rode throughout the
# of Sir Mordred many times and did full nobly, as a noble king
I do, and at all times he fainted never. And Sir Mordred did his
® (hat day and put himself in great peril. Vocabulary
\nc thus they fought all the long day, and never stinted™ till peril (per @) n. exposure
joble knights were laid to the cold earth. And ever they fought 10 harm oOf injury
il it was near night, and by then was there an hundrexd thou-
blald dead upon the down. Then was King Arthur wood-wroth™
measure when he saw his people so slain from him. And so
pked about him and could see no more of all his host, and good
5 left no more on-live, but two knights: the t'one was Sir Lucan

Butler and the other his brother Sir Bedivere. And yet they were
bre wounded.,

: BSU, mercy,” said the King, "where are all my noble knights
DIe? Alas that ever 1 should see this doleful day! For now,” said
: Arthur “I am come to mine end. But would to God,” said he,

Comprehension

\What causes the two armees
to start fighting?







“that 1 wist now where were that traltor Sir Mordred that
has caused all this mischief”

Then King Arthur looked about and was ware where
stood Sir Mordred leaning upon his sword among a greal
heap of dead men.

“Now give me my spear.” sald King Arthur unto Sir
Lucan, “for yonder [ have espied the traitor that all this
woe hath wrought.”

*Str, let him be,” satd Str Lucan, “lor he is unhappy.
And if ye pass this unhappy day ye shall be right well
revenged upon him. And, good lord, remember ve of your
night’s dream, and what the spirit of Sir Gawain told you
tonight, and yet God of his great goodness hath preserved
you hitherto. And for God's sake, my lord, lcave off by this,
for, blessed be God, ye have won the field: for yet we been
here three on-live, and with Sir Mordred is not one on-live.
And therefore {f ye leave ofl now, this wicked day of destiny
Is past.”

“Now, tide* me death, tide me life,” said the King, "now
I see him yonder alone, he shall never escape mine hands,
For at a better avall shall | never have him.”

"God speed you well!” said Sir Beditvere.

Then the King got his spear in both his hands and ran
toward Sir Mordred, crying and saying, “Traltor, now is thy
deathday come!”

And when Sir Mordred saw King Arthur he ran until
him with his sword drawn in his hand, and there King
Arthur smote Sir Mordred under the shield, with a thrust
of his spear, throughout the body more than a fathom. And
when Sir Mordred felt that he had his death's wound, he
thrust himself with the might that he had up to the burr®
of King Arthur’'s spear, and right so he smote his father
King Arthur with his sword holkden in both his hands, upon
the side of the head, that the sword plerced the helmet and
the casing of the brain. And therewith Sir Mordred dashed
down stark dead to the earth.

And noble King Arthur fell in a swough' to the carth,
and there he swooned oftentimes, and Sir Lucan and Sir
Bedivere ofttimes heaved him up. And so, weakly betwixt
them, they led him to a little chapel not far from the sea-
side, and when the King was there, him thought him rea-
sonably eascd. Then heard they people cry in the field.
“Now go thou, Sir Lucan.” said the King. “and do me to

16. tide befall.
17. burr hand guard.
18. swough forcible movement

< Critical Viewing

In this picture of the battle
between King Arthur and
Sir Mordred, which details
contnbute to the gnm
mood? Explan. ANALYZE

Summarizing

Summanze the events
leadng 1o the death of
Mordred and the mortal
wounding of King Arthur

Comprehension

\What does Sir Lucan urge
King Arthur to do?




¥ Critical Viewing

In this picture of Sr Bedivere
and the dying Arthur, do you
think the boat that Bedwere
wees i real or supematurd?
Why? INTERPRET

wit™ what betokens that noise in the field.”

So Sir Lucan departed, for he was grievously wounded in many
places. And so as he walked he saw and harkened by the moonlighg
how that pillagers and robbers were come into the field to pill and {g
rob many a full noble knight of brooches and bracelets and of mang
a good ring and many a rich jewel. And who that were not dead all
out there they slew them for their harness and their riches. When

19, me 1o wit “let me krow.”




an understood this work, he came (o the King as soon as he
$ and told him all what he had heard and seen. “Therefore by my
said Sir Lucan, “it 1s best that we bring you to some town.”
would it were s0,” said the King, “but I may not stand, my head
e 50. Ah, Sir Lancelot.” said King Arthur, “this day have | sore
od thee. Andd alas that ever | was against thee, for now have | my
whereof Sir Gawaln me warned in my dream,”
Sir Lucan took up the King the tone party” and Sir
Bedivere the other party: and in the ltfting up
the King swooned and in the lifting Sir Lucan
fell in a swoon that part of his guts fell out of
his body, and therewith the noble knight’s heart
burst. And when the King awoke he beheld Sir
Lucan how he lay foaming at the mouth and
part of his guts lay at his feet.
"Alas,” said the King, “this is to me a full
heavy sight to see this noble duke so die for
my sake, for he would have helped me that had
more need of help than I, Alas that he woulkd not
complain him for his heart was so set to help
me. Now Jesu have mercy upon his soul.”
Then Sir Bedivere wept for the death of his What note of reslisn does
brother. this one-sentence paragraph
“Now leave this mourning and weeping strike?
gentle knight.” said the King, “lor all this will
not avall me. For wit thou well, and might | live
mysell, the death of Sir Lucan would grieve me
evermore, But my time passeth on fast,” said
the King. “Therefore,” said King Arthur unto Sir
Bedivere, “take thou here Excaltbur my good
sword and go with It to yonder water’s side: and
when thou comest there | charge thee throw my
sword In that water and come again and tell me
what thou sawest there.”
"My lord,” said Sir Bedivere, “your com-
mandment shall be done, and | shall lightly*
bring you word again.”
So Str Bedivere departed. And by the way he
beheld that noble sword, that the pommel and
the haft** was all precious stones. And then he Comprehension
said to himself, “If | throw this rich sword in the  whnar doss Arthur sk
water, thereof shall never come good, but harm Sir Bedivere to do with
and loss.” And then Str Bedivere hid Excalibur Excaliour?

Medieval Romance

20. read acdvice.

21, party side
22. lightly quickly.
23. pommel . ., hatt hilt and hand quard




» Critical Viewing
What do you thing the Uree
wOMmen around the dead

or dying Arthur are doing?
Cxplain, INFER

Medieval Romance
What élemrent does the
sppearance of the hand add
10 the tae?

under a tree. And so, as soon as he might, he came again unto the
King and said he had been at the water and had thrown the sword
into the water.

“What saw thou there?” sakl the King,

“Siz” he sald, “1 saw nothing bul waves and winds.”

“That s untruly said of thee,” sax] the King, “And therefore go
thou lightly again and do my commandment; as thou art to me ko
and dear, spare not, but throw it in”

Then Sir Bedivere returned again and ook the sword In ks ha
And yet him thought sin and shame to throw away that noble sw
And so eft™ he hid the sword and returned again and told the King
that he had been at the water and done his commandment.

“What sawest thou there?” said the King,

*Siz” he sald, *1 saw nothing but waters wap and waves wan,"*

“Ab, traltor unto me and unirue,” sald King Arthur, “now hast
thou betrayed me twice. Who would have weened that thou that h
been to me o0 loved and dear, and thou art named a noble knight,
and would betray me for the riches of this sword. But now go agala
lightly, for thy long tarrying putteth me In great jeopardy of my life,
for | have taken cokd. And but 1f thou do now as | bid thee, if ever |
may see thee 1 shall slay thee mine own hands, for thou wouldest
my rich sword see me dead.”

Then Sir Bedivere departed and went to the sword and lightly
ook it up, and so he wenl to the waler's stde: and there he bound
the girdie about the hilts, and threw the sword as far into the wa
as he might. And there came an arm and an hand above the water
and took It and clutched it, and shook it thrice and brandished: a
then vanished away the hand with the sword nto the water. So Sir
Bedivere came again to the King and told him what he saw.

“Alas.” sald the King, “help me hence, for | dread me | have tar-
ried overlong.”

Then Sir Bedivere took the King upon his back and so went w
him to that waler's side. And when they were at the waler's side,
fast® by the bank floated & Jitte barge with many fair ladies In (G
and among them all was a queen: and all they had black hoods, a
all they wept and shricked when they saw King Arthur.

“Now put me into that barge.” sakd the King: and so he did so
And there received him three ladies with great mourning, and so
they set them down. And in one of thetr laps King Arthur lald his
head, and then the queen saxl, “"Ah, my dear brother, why have y¢
tarried so long from me? Alas, this wound on your head hath can
overmuch cold.” And ancn they rowed fromward the land, and Sir
Bedivere beheld all those ladies go [roward him.

24, o't agar,
26. walters .. . won walers lap ond waves grow dark.
20, fast cloms
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@ Medieval Romance
and Legend

Does the description of Sir
Bednvere's reaction sound

more like a description you

might find in 2 folk tale or
in a modern short story?
Explan,

Vocabulary

interred (n furd’) v buried

n the earth

D
D

Then Sir Bedivere cried and said, "Ah, my lord Arthur, what gk

become of me, now ye go from me and Jeave me here alone a
. mine enemies?”

“Comfort thysell,” said the King, "and do as well as thou ms
est. for in me is no trust for to trust in. For | must into the vale of
Avilion? to heal me of my grievous wound. And {f thou hear

- more of me, pray for my soul”

But ever the queen and ladies wept and shricked, that it was p
to hear. And as soon as Sir Bedivere had lost sight of the barge

.| wept and wailed, and so took the forest and went all that night.

went, and when he came into the chapel he saw where lay an herp
groveling on all fours, close thereby a tomb was new dug. When &
hermit saw Sir Bedivere he knew him well, for he was but little to
Bishop of Canterbury, that Sir Mordred put to flight.

*Sirs,” said Sir Bedivere, “what man is there here interred that
you pray so fast for?” ‘

*Falr son,” sald the hermit. *I wot not verily but by guessing
But this same night, at midnight, here came a number of ladies ar
brought here a dead corpse and prayed me to inter him. And here
they offered an hundred tapers, and gave me a thousand gold

*Alas.” said Sir Bedivere, “that was my lord King Arthur, v
leth here buried In this chapel.”

Then Sir Bedivere swooned, and when he awoke he prayed the
hermit that he might abide with him still, there to live with fastin

and prayers:

“For from hence will 1 never go.” said Sir Bedivere, “by my

| all the days of my life here to pray for my lord Arthur”

“Sir, ye are welcome to me,” said the hermit, “for | know you &

‘| ter than ye think that I do: for ye are Sir Bedivere the Bold, and th

full noble duke Sir Lucan the Butler was your brother”™
Then Sir Bedivere told the hermit all as you have heard tofo
and so he stayed with the hermit that was beforehand Bishop of

.| Canterbury. And there Sir Bedivere put upon him poor clothes, &

served the hermit full lowly in fasting and in prayers.
Thus of Arthur I find no more written in books that been &

- rized, neither more of the very certainty of his death heard [ nor _(T
* but thus was he led away in a ship wherein were three queens; the

one was King Arthur's sister, Queen Morgan le Fay, the other was
the Queen of North Galis, and the third was the Queen of the Was
Lands.

Now more of the death of King Arthur could I never find, but th
these ladies brought him to his grave, and such one was Interred
there which the hermit bare witness that was once Bishop of

27. Avilion legendary islond where Arthur is aaud 10 dwell untl Nis retum.




erbury. But yet the hermit knew not in certain that he was ver-

the body of King Arthur: for this tale Sir Bedivere, a knight of the
Round, made it to be written.

Yet some men say in many parts of England that King Arthur is
dead, but carried by the will of our Lord Jesu into another place;

men say that he shall come again, and he shall win the Holy
¢ Yet |1 will not say that it shall be 5o, but rather | would say:

in this world he changed his life. And many men say that there
tten upon the tomb this:

HIC IACET ARTHURUS, REX QUONDAM. REXQUE FUTURUS™




