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. “Grin and bear it.
¢ “Stand up for yourself.

What does “grin and bear it

mean? Have you ever been ina

situation where you had to
“srin and bear it”? VVhat does

“stand up for yourself” mean’

When do people have to stand

up for themselves’

Quickwrite

Write down your
thoughts in response
to the following questions:

I. Which is harder—to grin
and bear it or to stand up

for yourself?

X

N\

2. Can you stand up for your-
self and still be polite? still
be popular?

3. Will people respect you if
you always deal with situa-
tions you don't like by grin-
ning and bearing it?
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The Apartment (1943) by Jacob Lawrence. Gouache on paper (2 ’ /4 X 29'%)
(HMA 1982.10).

Elements of Literature :
Tone -rone is the attitudea |
Has anyone ever said to you, writer takes toward e |
"Don't use that tone of voice with audience, the subject
me”? .YOUI‘ tone can change the or a character. Tone s |
zianmg of what you say. Tone can conveyed through the |
helg”ai:]ztzment‘hke “You're a big writer’s choice ?f
a Cruel sEhuine compliment or words and detalls

» SArcastic re
mark. For more on Tone, SE€ the

S have tones, Handbook of Literary erms
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! [he sink is broke,

l The water don’t run,

And you ain’t done a thing
You promised to've done.

15 Back window’s cracked,
Kitchen floor squeaks,
There’s rats in the cellar,
And the attic leaks.

He said, Madam,
20 It’'s not up to me€.

[’m just the agent,

Don’t you see?

‘UOISUILSBAA ‘913835 ‘AJ3[[BS) S19pag UIDURILY B3 PUB ISIIE 33 JO AS31un07) "dno.IS) SJ0133||07) 786 | Y3 PUE UOREPUNOS

poomuag au Aq papiaoad spuny yaim aseydnd wnasny, “99ssauus | ‘e300ueniey) Uy uedlswly JO N3sniy 193UNH

[ said, Naturally,
You pass the buck.

If it’s money you want
You’re out of luck.

background

Literature and Place
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He said, Madam,
[ ain’t pleased!
I said, Neither am %

Harlem, a section of New
fork City where most
¢0ple live i rented apart-
rnents.' The speaker of the
:::;:s 4 woman who has
S9N 1o be angry wi
h&rhndlord_ gry with

30 So we agrees!

9. Hades (ha'déz’): in Greek mythology, the underworld, or world of
: aqac ’ ) 19y

the dead.
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* “Why are you picking on the agent? It's not his fault”

e “You tell him, Madam!”

Shaping Interpretations

2. What does “pass the buck” mean? How has the rent man “passed the
buck™?

3. The woman in the poem speaks plainly and bluntly. Do you think she is
z» right to speak this way! Explain. Refer to your Quickwrite notes for ideas.

. What tones do you hear expressed in this poem!

. Do you think this poem has a message? Explain.

Reading Aloud

buildings. What positions

would you take in support
of the tenants? How would | ). Thekle{gm Man
you make your positions Knoc

known?!

Prepare a read-aloud of
“Madam and the Rent Man”

~ et Writino/ . which vou and a partner




